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The United States has now occupied Iraq for longer than it took to defeat the Axis powers 
in World War II.  Why did we invade Iraq?  Why are we still there?  Although public 
consent for the “war on terror” is clearly related to the attacks of 9/11, this is hardly the 
first, nor is it likely to be the last, example of U.S. military intervention in the affairs of 
another nation.  After all, the U.S. has been the “global policeman,” the foremost 
economic, political, and military power over the last fifty years, and it has behaved as 
such, invading thirty-two countries between the Vietnam War and Gulf War I alone.  In 
order to understand the U.S.’s behavior as global policeman, it is useful to examine the 
conduct of previous imperial powers.  How, for instance, did the British legitimate their 
colonial power using ideologies such as the “white man’s burden?” What made colonial 
subjects accept the sway of the empire and what made them rebel?  What happened to 
colonized nations once they kicked out the imperial armies? 
 
ENH 209 will explore these issues by focusing on literary and cinematic representations 
of colonial power created in the imperial center, on the anti-colonial discourses of 
insurgent nationalist movements in the colonized periphery, and on accounts of life in 
postcolonial nations.  Prominent issues that we’ll examine include the use of binary 
structures of knowledge, such as Oriental-Westerner, to legitimate colonial power; the 
dilemmas of developing a national identity in the wake of colonial rule; the strategies 
used to writers from colonized countries to reclaim their identities from the colonizers 
within the cultural realm; the history and politics of postcolonial development and debt; 
gender politics in postcolonial nations; and the role of resource scarcity in driving 
imperialism.  
 
 
Required Texts (available at the CSI Bookstore): 
Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness 
Nawal El Saadawi, Woman At Point Zero  
Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth 
H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines 
Uzodinma Iweala, Beasts of No Nation 



Course Requirements: 
 
Attendance and Participation (25%): This course depends heavily on class discussion.  
Therefore, it is essential that you read assigned portions of texts before coming to class, 
attend regularly, and participate every day as an active listener, discussant, and writer.  I 
hope this class will help you learn not just about global culture, but also about how to be 
an engaged and responsible citizen of the world.  You can only achieve this by speaking 
up.  Although I obviously don’t want to force any of you to participate, you should be 
aware that consistent failure to engage in class discussions will lead to a low grade for 
participation. Since everyone has occasional illnesses or emergencies, up to 3 class 
absences will be excused without question.  Additional unexcused absences will result in 
a grade of WU (unexcused withdrawal).  In the case of emergency or serious illness, 
please contact me before missing class if possible and offer appropriate documentation 
afterwards so that I can consider excusing your absence. 
 
Quizzes (25%): I will be administering a series of 12 unannounced quizzes over the 
course of the semester.  These quizzes will cover both issues touched on in class 
discussion as well as material from the texts assigned for particular days. 
 
Short Papers (50%):  

• You will be writing two 5- to 7-page papers that examine a particular text we 
discuss in the course of the semester.  I will be handing out a set of suggested 
topics for each of these papers, but you may write on a topic of your own, as long 
as it discuss it with me beforehand. 

• These papers should consist primarily of close reading of the texts under 
discussion.  You do not have to use secondary, critical sources to support your 
analysis (although you may if you wish), but you should quote from your primary 
texts and analyze each of these quotations extensively.   

• Your paper should be submitted in typewritten form with one-inch margins and 
should use a standard 12-point type font.  Your name, the course name & number, 
and the date should all be printed in the upper left-hand margin of the paper.  
Each subsequent page should be numbered.  Please staple your paper together in 
the upper left-hand corner.  Your paper should have an original and interesting 
title that also indicates which text you will be discussing; this title should be 
centered directly above the body of your paper.  I will not accept papers that do 
not follow these guidelines.  Consult Diana Hacker’s Writer’s Reference or a 
similar writing handbook for a sample paper formatted in the manner detailed 
above.   

• It is very important that you proofread your papers carefully; you will be graded 
for style as well as content.   

• Papers must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Late 
papers will be graded down one letter grade for every day past the due date.  
Papers turned in after the beginning of the class on the day they are due will be 
considered one day late.   

• These papers may be rewritten for a new grade based on my suggestions for 
revision. 



Classroom Ethics and Issues: 
 
1. Class meets in a classroom not a restaurant, a phone booth, or the parking lot.  

Consequently, I expect you to turn off all cell phones, beepers, etc., to arrive in class 
on time, and to finish your Wheaties before coming to class.   

2. Text messaging or other forms of behavior that distract you and/or your classmates 
from classroom discussion are unacceptable.  Repeated instances of such behavior 
will result in significant deterioration of your grade for the class. 

3. Since I usually schedule a break half way through each class, I don’t expect you to 
get up to go to the bathroom, have a smoke, or call friends on their cell phones unless 
you’re facing a real emergency.  If you do have to exit suddenly, you should explain 
yourself after the incident in person or via email. 

4. I arrive in class on time and stay for the entire duration of the class.  I expect you to 
do so as well.  If you arrive significantly late for class (without a genuine excuse such 
as a medical emergency), you will be counted absent for that class.  Similarly, if you 
leave early you will be counted absent for the entire class. 

5. I would like to hear from anyone who has a disability that may require some 
modification of seating, testing, or other class requirements so that appropriate 
arrangements may be made.  Please talk with me after class or during my office 
hours. 

6. The materials in this course are likely to challenge some of your beliefs.  The 
discussion that arises around some of our readings may, as a result, make some of feel 
uncomfortable or even threatened.  While having one’s beliefs interrogated may be 
unsettling, it is an essential part of learning.  That said, I do not intend any of you to 
feel personally attacked or belittled in our class.  I hope that we will create a 
classroom community in we can respectfully agree and disagree with one another.  
Please let me know after class if you feel that we are falling short of these ideals.  
And be aware that I will not tolerate either direct or indirect belligerence towards 
anyone in the class. 

7. If you have concerns about the design, conduct, or grading in the course, you should 
first try to discuss the matter with me.  If we cannot resolve the issue or you feel you 
cannot discuss the matter with me, you should make an appointment with the 
department chairperson, Professor Janet Dudley Ng (x3640).  Any complaints 
unresolved in the Department will be referred to the College. 

8. Protect yourself by keeping an extra hard and/or disk copy of all work you turn in. 
You will be held responsible for replacing any materials that are lost--no matter who 
or what is at fault.  

9. A student who plagiarizes or cheats on any assignment in any course faces penalties 
that may include an F on the assignment or an F in the course. I am required by 
collegiate policy to inform students whom I suspect of plagiarism, cheating, or the 
submission of materials written for other courses, and to send him or her a copy of the 
report of the incident that I submit to the Department of English and to the College.  
The College may assign additional penalties, as the incident warrants.  Please be 
aware that plagiarism is the gravest possible infraction of the rules of academic life 
and may ultimately lead to dismissal from the College. 

 



 Reading Schedule: 
 
 
Colonial Discourse: 
 
Week 1:  
Th (1/28) Introduction to the course 
 
Week 2: 
T  (2/2) H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines (pp. 1-140) 
 
Th (2/4) H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines (pp. 1-140) 
 
Week 3: 
T  (2/9) H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines (pp. 141-292) 

 
Th (2/11) H. Rider Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines (pp. 141-292) 

 
Week 4: 
T (2/16) Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (pp. 1-70) 
 
Th (2/18) Classes follow a Monday schedule 
 
Week 5: 
T  (2/23) Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (pp. 71-130) 
 
Th (2/25) Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (pp. 71-130) 
 
 
Anti-Colonial Nationalism: 
 
Week 6:  
T  (3/2) Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (pp. 1-100) 
 
Th (3/4) Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (pp. 1-100) 
 
Week 7: 
T  (3/9) Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (pp. 101-212) 
 
Th (3/11) Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (pp. 101-212) 

 



Week 8: 
T (3/16) Pontecorvo, The Battle of Algiers 
 
Th (3/18) Pontecorvo, The Battle of Algiers 
 
Week 9: 
T (3/23) Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (pp. 35-107) 
 
Th (3/25) Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (pp. 35-107) 

 
3/29 - 4/5 Spring Break 
   
Week 10: 
T  (4/6) Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (pp. 148-206) 
 
Th (4/8) Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth (pp. 148-206) 
 
 
Postcolonial Discourse: 
 
Week 11:  
T (4/13) Uzodinma Iweala, Beasts of No Nation (pp. 1-90) 
 
Th (4/15) Uzodinma Iweala, Beasts of No Nation (pp. 1-90) 
   
Week 12: 
T (4/20) Uzodinma Iweala, Beasts of No Nation (pp. 91-176) 
 
Th (4/22) Uzodinma Iweala, Beasts of No Nation (pp. 91-176) 
  
Week 13: 
T (4/27) Nawal El Saadawi, Woman At Point Zero (pp. 1-70) 
 
Th (4/29) Nawal El Saadawi, Woman At Point Zero (pp. 1-70) 
   
Week 14: 
T  (5/4) Nawal El Saadawi, Woman At Point Zero (pp. 71-128) 
 
Th (5/6) Nawal El Saadawi, Woman At Point Zero (pp. 71-128) 
 
Week 15: 
T (5/11) Stephen Gaghan, Syriana 
 
Th (5/13) Stephen Gaghan, Syriana 


