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Course Description: 
 
Say Britain and most people imagine the changing of the guards outside Buckingham Palace, tea and 
crumpets served by phlegmatic butlers, and black-clad vicars bicycling through the foggy lanes of 
medieval villages. In trying to define the national character, for example, George Orwell famously 
wrote of “solid breakfasts and gloomy Sundays, smoky towns and winding roads, green fields and red 
pillar-boxes.” Although Orwell went on to write of the exhaustion of British imperial zeal, it’s his 
account of an isolated and autochthonous Little England that stuck in the popular imagination. Such 
images, key to marketing the UK to foreign tourists today, do little justice to the massive changes the 
country has undergone over the last half-century. And I’m not just talking about the marriage of David 
Beckham and Posh Spice – since 1945, Britain has “lost” an empire, acquired a democratic socialist 
state, been shaken by social movements such as feminism and gay rights, transformed itself into a 
multiracial society, faced integration into the European Union, seen strong devolutionary movements 
splinter the nation, and pioneered disruptive neo-liberal programs of social restructuring, just to name a 
few changes.  
 
This seminar seeks to interrogate and challenge representations of Little England by tracing the 
transnational, multi-racial genealogy of Britishness. What, we will ask, are the specificities of racial 
formation in Britain?  To what extent are insular representations of national identity produced through 
more or less conscious disavowals of the globe-spanning circuits of economic and cultural exchange 
and domination through which modern British identity was forged?  How did such exclusionary 
definitions of belonging change as “colonization in reverse” set in after 1945?  We will begin our 
discussions in the era of exploration and trans-Atlantic slavery, continue by looking at Britain and 
Britishness during the zenith of imperial power, and conclude with analysis of the evolving cultural 
scene in the second half of the 20th century, placing developments in the cultural sphere in the broader 
context of the political and economic transformations of British society.  
 



Required Texts: 
Try to purchase copies of primary texts through a good (preferably radical) local bookstore like 
Bluestockings Books.  When available, primary texts are all on reserve in Mina Rees library.   
 
Secondary texts are available on electronic reserve through the ERes system.  Here are the instructions 
for retrieving these texts online:  Go to Mina Rees Library—Reserves—Eres Course Pages—Course 
Number 76200—Click on course number—enter password [engldawson]  
 
 
 
Course Requirements and Evaluation: 
 
Blog Entries (20%): 
Each week you will submit a blog entry to the Mongrel Nation website on a topic to be discussed in the 
week’s readings or in response to a classmate’s question or questions (approximately 250 words).  
Blog entries should be posted on our class website by midnight each Sunday.  The class website 
address is <mongrel.ning.com>.  Password info will be emailed to you. 
 
Presentations (20%): 
In the course of the term you will do two in-class presentations on secondary readings for the week.  
Your presentations should aim to sketch out the key points made by a particular critical text and then 
offer judicious critique of this text, noting both its utility and limitations. 
 
Conference (20%): 
The class will conclude with a day-long conference on May 24th at which you will present a 5- to 6-
page version of the research paper you are writing for the class.  Your presentation will count as part of 
your class participation grade. 
 
Seminar paper (40%): 
Due on Friday, May 28th, this article-length paper (approximately 5,000 words) should represent 
original research into a topic germane to the issues and texts under discussion in the class.  With this 
paper, I expect you to demonstrate your mastery of a discrete body of secondary literature relating to 
your topic of interest.  In addition, of course, I expect you to deploy your close reading skills with brio 
on a specific text or constellation of texts.  Papers should use MLA in-text citations or a similar 
standardized notation system.



Class Schedule 
Introduction: 
Week One (2/1): 

• Ethnic Absolutism, Anti-Racism, and Transnational Literary Criticism 
 
Atlantic Discourse: 
Week Two (2/8): 

• William Shakespeare, The Tempest (1611) 
• Peter Hulme, from Colonial Encounters: Europe and the Native Caribbean 1492-1797 

(Routledge, 1992). 
• Paul Gilroy, from The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (Harvard 

University Press, 1993). 
 
Week Three (2/18 – note shift to Thursday meeting): 

• Aphra Behn, Oroonoko (1688) 
• Laura Brown, from Ends of Empire: Women and Ideology in Early Eighteenth-Century English 

Literature (Cornell University Press, 1993) 
• Laura Doyle, from Freedom’s Empire: Race and the Rise of the Novel in Atlantic Modernity 

1640-1940 (Duke University Press, 2008) 
 
Citizens, Subjects, and Others: 
Week Four (2/22): 

• Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative… (1789) 
• David Kazanjian, from The Colonizing Trick: National Culture and Imperial Citizenship in 

Early America (University of Minnesota Press, 2003) 
• Peter Linebaugh and Marcus Rediker, from The Many Headed Hydra (Beacon Press, 2001) 

 
Week Five (3/1): 

• Bram Stoker, Dracula (1897) 
• Stephen Arata, “The Occidental Tourist: Stoker and Reverse Colonization,” Victorian Studies 

33.4 (Summer 1990): 621-645 
• Anne McClintock, from Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Contest 

(Routledge, 1995) 
 
Anti-colonial Nationalism: 
Week Six (3/8): 

• C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins (1938) 
• Cedric Robinson, from Black Marxism (University of North Carolina Press, 2000) 
• Michel-Rolph Trouillot, from Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History 

(Beacon, 1995) 
 
Week Seven (3/15): 

• Mulk Raj Anand, Untouchable (1935) 
• Jessica Berman, “Toward a Regional Cosmopolitanism: The Case of Mulk Raj Anand,” 

Modern Fiction Studies 55.1 (Spring 2009): 142-162 
• Deepika Bahri, from Native Intelligence: Aesthetics, Politics, and Postcolonial Literature 

(University of Minnesota Press, 2003) 



Colonization in Reverse: 
Week Eight (3/22): 

• Sam Selvon, The Lonely Londoners (1956) 
• Michael Denning, from Culture in the Age of Three Worlds (Verso, 2004) 
• Sukhdev Sandhu, from London Calling (Harper, 2004) 

 
Week Nine (4/12): 

• Andrea Levy, Small Island (2004) 
• Hazel Carby, “White Woman Listen!  Black Feminism and the Boundaries of Sisterhood,” 

from Black British Cultural Studies (University of Chicago Press, 1996) 
• Ranu Samantrai, from AlterNatives: Black Feminism in the Postimperial Nation (Stanford 

University Press, 2002) 
 

Race, Representation, and Identity: 
Week Ten (4/19): 

• John Akomfrah, Handsworth Songs (1986)  + Isaac Julien, Looking for Langston (1989) 
• Isaac Julien and Kobena Mercer, “De Margin and De Center” from Writing Black Britain 

(Manchester University Press, 2000). 
• Kobena Mercer, from Welcome to the Jungle (Routledge, 1994). 

 
Week Eleven (4/26): 

• Caryl Phillips, Crossing the River (1995) 
• Stuart Hall, “Cultural Identity and Diaspora,” from Identity: Community, Culture, Difference 

(Lawrence and Wishart, 1990) 
• Joseph Roach, from Cities of the Dead (Columbia University Press, 1996) 

 
New Imperial Orders: 
Week Twelve (5/3): 

• Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies, Policing the Crisis (1979) 
• Dick Hebdige, from Subculture: The Meaning of Style (Routledge, 1981) 
• Loïc Wacquant, from Punishing the Poor: The Neoliberal Government of Social Insecurity 

(Duke University Press, 2009) 
 
Week Thirteen (5/10): 

• Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses (1989) 
• Homi Bhabha, “How Newness Enters the World: Postmodern Space, Postcolonial Times, and 

the Trials of Cultural Translation” from The Location of Culture (Routledge, 1994). 
• Gita Sahgal and Nira Yuval-Davis, from Refusing Holy Orders: Women and Fundamentalism 

in Britain (Virago, 1992) 
 
Week Fourteen (5/17): 

• Helen Oyeyemi, The Icarus Girl (2006) 
• Achille Mbembe, from On the Postcolony (University of California Press, 2001) 
• Paul Gilroy, from Postcolonial Melancholia (Columbia University Press, 2006) 


